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by Decision of 5 March 1955 ) 

Notification re: Lighter Flints 

The following communication, dated 8 May 1959, has been received from 
the Government of the United Kingdom. A contracting party wishing tj 
request consultations under paragraph (b) of the procedure annexed to the 
Decision of 24 October 1953 should address its request to the United Kingdom 
Government - and inform the Executive Secretary - not later than 10 June 
1959. In the absence of any such request for consultation the Government 
of the United Kingdom will be free to take the action proposed,. 

"I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the United 
Kingdom wish to invoke the Decision of 24 October 1953, as amended on 
5 March 1955, in order to be free to apply a higher most-favoured
nation rate of duty on lighter flints without imposing a duty on 
imports from the territories listed in Annex A to the General Agreement. 
For tariff purposes, lighter flints would be defined, under heading 
36.07 of the tariff in Brussels Nomenclature form, as ferro-cerium and 
other pyrophoric alloys in pieces weighing not more than 4 ozs. 

"A protective duty has at no time since 1 January 1939 been 
chargeable in respect of lighter flints when imported from the 
territories listed in Annex A. The goods on which the increased 
rate of duty is to be imposed are not imported into the United 
Kingdom from these territories, and, indeed, as far as the United 
Kingdom Government are aware, there is no production of them in 
these territories. 

"The official United Kingdom import statistics do not show lighter 
flints separately; comprehensive figures of imports and sources are 
therefore not available. The following figures of imports during two 
isolated periods do, however, give an indication of the scale of 
imports and of the sources: 

See BISD, Second Supplement, page 20. 
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A u s t r i a 

Germany, Foder 1 Republic of 

France 

1957 

July-November 

£ 

13,092 

1,659 

493 

1958 

January-Apr i l 

£ 

18,835 

1,577 

259 

"I have the honour to request that this communication be regarded 
as the official notification required by the terms of the Decision of 
24 October 1953, as amended, and that the CONTRACTING PARTIES be 
informed accordingly. Notification is simultaneously being made 
to the Government of Austria, who appear to the United Kingdom 
Government to have a substantial interest in the trade in the item 
in question." 


